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Romans 4

Abraham and Justification
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Chapter 4

In order to prove that Righteousness and Salvation are afforded 
outside of the Law of Moses, Paul remembers Abraham – the first 
patriarch, and first member of a distinct, salvific covenant with God.

We will show that:

- Abraham was not an example of Faith Alone, rather

- He WAS a case of Salvation apart from the Law

- His faith being, “RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS” 
has a specific, clear meaning.
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Genesis 15:6

Then he believed in the LORD; and 
He reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 
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Genesis 12:1-4a

Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your 
country, And from your relatives And from your father's 
house, To the land which I will show you; And I will 
make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And 
make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 
And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who 
curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the 
earth will be blessed.” So Abram went forth as the 
LORD had spoken to him
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Genesis 12:6-7

Abram passed through the land as far as the 
site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the 
Canaanite was then in the land. The LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, "To your 
descendants I will give this land." So he built an 
altar there to the LORD who had appeared to 
him. 
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Genesis 12:8

Then he proceeded from there to the mountain 
on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and 
there he built an altar to the LORD and called 
upon the name of the LORD. 
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Genesis 13:3-4

He went on his journeys from the Negev as far 
as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been 
at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the 
place of the altar which he had made there 
formerly; and there Abram called on the name 
of the LORD. 
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Genesis 14:18-19

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 
bread and wine; now he was a priest of God 
Most High. He blessed him and said, "Blessed 
be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of 
heaven and earth”
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Genesis 14:18-19

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 
bread and wine; now he was a priest of God 
Most High. He blessed him and said, "Blessed 
be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of 
heaven and earth”
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Genesis 15:1

After these things the word of the LORD came 
to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not fear, 
Abram, I am a shield to you; Your reward shall 
be very great."
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Genesis 15:6

Then he believed in the LORD; and 
He reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 
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Romans 4:9-10

Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or 
on the uncircumcised also? For we say, 
"FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS." How then was it 
credited? While he was circumcised, or 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but 
while uncircumcised; 
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Romans 4:13

For the promise to Abraham or to his 
descendants that he would be heir of the world 
was not through the Law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. 
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Romans 4:16

For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may 
be in accordance with grace, so that the 
promise will be guaranteed to all the 
descendants, not only to those who are of the 
Law, but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 
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Romans 4:23-25

Now not for his sake only was it written that it 
was credited to him, but for our sake also, to 
whom it will be credited, as those who believe 
in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, He who was delivered over because of 
our transgressions, and was raised because of 
our justification.


